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As described in Chapter 1 of the SDEIS, “The purpose of the project is to

improve mobility for people and goods across Lake Washington within

the SR 520 corridor from Seattle to Redmond in a manner that is safe,

reliable, and cost effective, while avoiding, minimizing, and/or mitigating

impacts on affected neighborhoods and the environment.” To this end

the project, with the addition of a continuous HOV lane in each direct and

improvements to freeway interchanges achieves this by improving travel

times for transit, HOV, and general-purpose trips, and increases person

throughput in the corridor. Please refer to Chapter 5 of the Final EIS and

Chapter 5 of the Transportation Discipline Report (Attachment 7 to the

Final EIS) for more information about how this is achieved with the

Preferred Alternative.
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Analysis completed in the Transportation Discipline Report reflects the

peak period traffic operations and during the evening peak period.

Exhibits 5-17 and 5-18 of the SDEIS illustrate the changes in traffic

operations between the various options. There is some additional

congestion at the Portage Bay Bridge area during the evening peak that

is the result of improvements in the westbound corridor operations at

Evergreen Point. The Alternatives are all shown to provide some travel

time benefit for both general purpose and HOV traffic compared to a No

Build alternative for the year 2030. This can be seen in Exhibit 5-20 of

the SDEIS Transportation Discipline Report.
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Comment noted.
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